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Professor Goldziher in his lectures on Islam has provided guidance for all who wish to handle this
theme ().
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It follows, then, that Islam has to be preached with the sword(*?).
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At neither the Meccans nor the Medinas period of the Koranic revelation was its nature such as to give
it permanence(34).
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When the Prophet went to Madinah the Koran assumed another form, but even it was no more likely to

secure permanence. It dealt very largely with current events ... . It explained the Moslems

* Morgoliouth, The Early Development of Mohammedanism, P. 3

M Morgoliouth, The Early Development of Mohammedanism, P.13
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has been defeated in Uhud, why the Prophet had taken the wife of his adopted son, why he had evaded
a promise made to his waves, It defended the honor of Ayishah, it extolled various victories, it
threatened the hostile and disaffected. It regulated various forms procedure, the division of
inheritances, the attestation of wills, dispute between married couples, the etiquette of the Prophet’s
court. The interest attaching to few of these subjects would seems to be permanent: when the defeat at
Uhud had been wiped out by a signal victory, only antiquarian interest would attach to it, and few would
wish to remember the scandal about Aisha(*).
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There are allusions to which the key is lost, though we should have expected that
anyone who was in Madinah when the verses were first recited would have been able
to explain them. If the commentaries on the Koran compared with, say the Greek
comments on Homer, which do not claim to be more than the guesses of a later age

and the sense of an ancient text, the difference is scarcely noticeable. The certainty
which belongs to the authoritative tradition is wanting in both cases. Both indulge

33 Ibid, P.14
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constantly in what might be called cheap fictions—stories intended to account for
the verses such as anyone could invent....... (3%
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..... The text which claims to be the last in the Koran, “This day I have completed
your religion’ is not put at the end but in the middle of the volume. The verse have
every appearance of being the first text revealed is stowed away not far from the end,
and evidently short as the Surah wherein it is inserted, mixed with matter belonging
to a different period. We cannot say either why in certain cases several texts are put

together to form a chapter. Whereas towards the end of the volume we have a series
of Surahs limited to a very few verses a piece (3")
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36 Morgoliouth, The Early Development of Mohammedanism,2 1
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When Bonapart asked some sheiks whether the Koran in its complete account of
everything including formula for the casting of cannon and making of gunpowder,

they had to reply that it did, though they admitted not everyone would know how to
find them(®®)
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But whether the collection of Surahs was intended as a manual of either ritual, law,
civil and criminal, or of ethics, its utility was decidedly limited. In the first place
there is no principle of arrangement, whence whole book must be perused in order
to find the enactment on any subject. In the second place the enactments on the same

subject are apt to be numerous and contra dictionary. We may take the case of lawful
foods(®®).

38 Morgoliouth, The Early Development of Mohammedanism,41 Z
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It is clearly an untenable view that the moral law can vary with the varying
conditions of od an individual or of a community: it may be wise to fight with
unbelievers only when there is a good chance of defeating them, but the question
whether it is right or not to do cannot be settled on this on this ground. On this subject
however we have a series of utterances which steadily increases in intolerance until
they culminate in the ferocious document that forms Surah ix. We can indeed the

agitation of the Prophet in that Surah by the fact that he mentions a battlefield by
name -Hunain,(*°)
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The ordinary ills of humanity, envy, hatred, and malice seem to have been rife even
in the Prophet’s household, and the Shiites seem historically correct in asserting that
after his death his staff subordinated all other considerations to an intrigue for the
succession(*)
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The Prophet successors and bosom friend, according to the best authorities, deprived
the Prophet’s daughter of her property in order to avenge an insult which his own
daughter had received some years before. And in general, little love seems to have
been lost between the companions of the Prophet(*?)
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The history of Christian communities under Moslem rule cannot be adequately
written, the members of those communities had no opportunity of describing their
condition safely, and the Moslem naturally devote little space to their concerns.
Generally speaking they seem to have been regarded as certain old Greek and Roman
sages regarded women: as a necessary annoyance. owing to their being unarmed
their prosperity was always hazardous, and though it is true that this was the case
with all the subjects of a despotic state under an irresponsible ruler, the non Moslem
population was at the mercy of mob and as well as of the sovereign, they were likely
scapegoats whenever there was distress, and even in the best governed countries

periodic of distress frequently arise. Owing to the unequal assessment of their rights
as compared with those of the Moslems, wrongs committed by them against Moslem

*! Morgoliouth, The Early Development of Mohammedanism, P.58

* Ibid,P.59
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were likely to meet with terrible punishment, whereas wrongs committed upon them
were likely to go unpunished(*®)
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It is highly creditable to the Prophet himself that he devised a system whereby the
Moslems should be able to live by a tax on other communities, whom therefore they
would have interest in preserving. And it was afterwards found that his practice in
the matter of destroying the property of enemies was regulated by economical
doctrine. Where he felt sure of ultimate victory, he spared the property as much as
possible, since it would ultimately become the possession of the Moslems, its owner
being either slaughtered or enslaved,(*%)
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As “a detailed account of everything” the Koran might reasonably be expected to
give clear and satisfactory answers to those questions which come within religious
metaphysics e.g responsibility, and the nature of the soul and of God. Possibly a

* Morgoliouth, The Early Development of Mohammedanism, P.158

* Morgoliouth, The Early Development of Mohammedanism, P.136
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consistent system on these subjects is scarcely attainable, and one of even ostensible
consistency can only be devised by patient study and purely objective speculation.
The Prophet active and busy life neither favored nor even permitted such processes;
whence, when these questions became troublesome, they had to be answered as best
suited the immediate need. Thus the Prophet’s first and main message appears to
have been to warn his countrymen of an approaching day of judgment, accompanied
by the resurrection of the dead(*)
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With regard to the life of the Prophet it was embellished were rarely such as to impair
the historical narrative....The canon we have seen to be assumed or formulated, that
the Prophet’s practices should be preferred to the product of the reasoning faculty,
was a safeguard against serious misinterpretation of his career; for since a thing was

right because he had said or done it, his character would not suffer from anything
that might be recorded about him(*®)

Jﬁé’flﬂ?fuﬁlﬂ?ﬂ&ujgﬁu.f&b»u’l c(}u/uj:«@llv‘cc«yu;/t'ulﬁgggfjLUJU!ﬁ[d/lju(/.'f%’
ch}w-uﬂ&.w/mu‘?Vgig&;fu{.uh)w.,{iAL;i;/wLuf,/,u+J‘ua§}4f’/&ﬁ
FE G Linbnt s g E51S

4 Morgoliouth, The Early Development of Mohammedanism,.P.201

* Morgoliouth, The Early Development of Mohammedanism, P.238
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